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vost marsh rode togéther and com-
pared notes and opinions, but none of
the three h ever seen the like before,
an«i‘ti:-- node of procedure was not pre-
scribed in the tactics. Just one thing
the provost marshal knew, and that
Was, in case the firing party failed,

1}n‘uu;;h nervoeusness or deliberate de-
Sign, ta Kiil the condemned man it would
become his duty to finish him with the
pistel,

and provost marshal was
his wife and children
citizens of Chicago would
him as an amateur Caleraft,
- ayed to God the volley might
| Spare him—and not the prisoner.

{ Then the aff officer bade the
| drums and fifes strike up again and fol-
tlow "him. He 1ed them twenty vards be-
vond the gaping mouth in the face of
the field, filed them to the left, the es-
jcort followed, and presently he had
thém in line again, their backs to the
center regiment, the grave in their
front, and bevond them, 200 vards
away. the upward slope of the Overton
ridge to stop such bullets as might
vh_]de the living target. The wagon, o9,
_rt‘mvd to one side, the buggy followed,
{the chaplain, with brimming eyes,

the

nior

| stepped slowly forward and extended a
helping hand to the young soldier, who
‘thankpd him in low tone, but vaulted
{easily over the tailboard and - stood
} erect, unbound, unshackled, and took
g'hL\‘ place by the chaplain’s side. ‘The
{ 8uvard looked unhappily = abput. them
| and the provost marshal, after a whis-
| per with his associates, rode over and
| said in low tone: “Get that—that box
}nm, Ssome of you, and bring it over
‘hﬂw’ It took personal orders from
the sergeant to indnce three of the

guard to lay their rifles aside, and slid-
| ing the long box over the creaking, pro-

: ‘ 2k dust i through ‘whk :x‘ had it ng taitboard, to bear it over to the

t eadily northward the |grave where, after much muttering

B ing par i ummns, gray or biue, all now one | talk  and impatient gesticulations, it

= W £ shade of dirty white. The flag | was placed close to xho'--ig(ﬂnf and .p'n'»

A q of g limp and heavy on Capitol Hill |allel wit the cavity, the firing pd.rtv

: ¢ .”.,_._\i,..q s to the s were | meanwhile drearily looking on. Then

- vned with ying mist. » coal §-»vr-r it the right of the rc-éim»nl furm-'

'k g Z ke f steamer funneis along | ing the east side of t 3

by Er Y JOrY ) his £ muddy flattened out S | sounded ‘ 2 g = the square, a bugle

: mu c atten o ross (sounded and a little cavalcade came

and of the swollen river e | riding into view A general with four
Hos. and all nature seemed

ad accord with the strange, soiemn
staged upon the open, undu-

Y ! fielis beiween the southward
par S hing pikes. In long blue 1 s,
three sides of a hollow sguare

Jur_riv»_a stafl officers and half a dozen
orderlies entered the square, but halted
{as soon
| wHlling to o
“ Then the ms
| took couns
|

within as though un-
closer to the scene.
hal and his friends again
“I suppose you'li have to

me

|

|
|
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| tonched

the provost marshal, the associate staff
officers, the chawplain, whe arm be-
gan to iremble violently, guards, firing
party—all save Norman Holt and the
reader now found themselves siaring
at a new arrival, the aide-de-camp who
came riding siowly forward and reined
in just a little to the left rear of his
senior's stirru;

Solemnnly 3 ljutant general read
the closing words: “The proceedings,
findings and sentence in the egoing

case of Private N Holt are ap-
roved, and the wiii be duly
eéxecuted.” Solemn ad the fate-
ful order requiring the sen ce be

carried out in the presence of as many
of the garrison as could be spared from
their station, and when he dictated the
general thought to have no les
full division on the sp Solemniy the
date and time were announced, and the
provost marshal with the ex-
ecution of the order, and with ‘the last
words: “By command of Major General
Blank. B. F. Nemo, aszistant adjutant
genera he reader slowly folded his
paper, turned and bowed to the provost
marshal.

And then rode two yards farther to
the front the young aide-de-camp,
his cap, and handed to his
senior the envelagpe that n led in the
breast of his trim uniform coat. Eager-
ly it was grasped. Quickly was it torn
open. With eyes that lighted with sud-
den joy and relief unutferable, the sol-
dier read, and then the voice so choked
and hoarse the moment before rang out

jon the misty air like the clarion tone

of the stirring call he loved, and over
the sodden fields and away to the fog-
wreathed ridges to the south the thrill-
ing voice so proclaimed that all men
might hear and know and thank Ged
with him:

“And now the commanding general
direets m- to declare that the prisoner
stands paidoned and restored to duty
by order of the president of the United
States.”

“Oh,

may God blegs Abraham Lin-
coln!™ went up the ¢ from the chap-
jain’s lips, as _he ¢ ped a reeling,
swaying form in his strong and tender
arms.

Chapter XVII.

The long-expected campaign on Ken-
fucky soil had come and gone, much
to the detriment of Kentucky and the
betterment of nobody. Many a brave
lif¢ went out in the crash of battle
along the Chaplin hilis, and both com-
manding generals, Bragg and Buell,

! were the losers bv the luckiess fight.

i facing inward, a brigade had taken *ad the orde said he to’the senior,
Ser he nortl S 1—he ought to be at the coffin,
X ‘ , .,u,v’n-l't he?” he added in lower tone. |
outstrippng . the negroes of the ! * and 'ward he must be
Potou IS, curious, the morbid. 1‘:;11:4;‘:-!6««1.” answered the other,
7 o { thanking God he didn’t have tr carry
l’ ] .!ns own suggestion. 3
! “Chaplain, will yqu and—and the pris-
| please; step ol way ? said the
{ provost marshal. ‘Right here—yes,
| that's right,”” for the condemned sol-
tawer, caimly removing his cap, had
| taken the position of attention. 7
! "Don’t read—just yet,” whispered the |
ajor to the assistant adjutant gen~'
*ral, who, sitting very high on his
| Borse, and ciearing his throat, was
giancing about at the three regimental
| {fines, as though wondering if he was
| expected to make them all hear, and
| ¥et sit facing the prisoner. In the cuff
| of his gauntiet was tucked a copy of
! the fateful order, and he wanted to get
{ through With his part of the business
{ as quickly as possible. Then he could
| ride off back of the brigadier—any-
{ where*ouf of Sight or seeing: But the
provost had bethought himself of an-
| other thing. One of the twelve rifles
Jlmd off. for the execution should be
| charged with onily a blank cartridge,
i eleven -wi ball. One man was des-
| tined tp fire a harmiess shot. Neo manl
| was to know ich: Any man might,
“.m for the kick, perhaps believe lha(]
{ his was the blank, @and that, therefore,
{ had no part in the sad work. But!
| w was this loading to be accomplish- |
j ed without their Knowledge? This was
| something the major realized he should |
I WASHED HIS FACE AND PAINTED HIM.” | have thought of before. -Here, silent |
= il r o amesimalopmmmey g oo™ ey o L in line, stood the firing
. 2 L 1 oo of S Ealhre huddied u:im;:uththe wa- |
- L - e ) s with their ser-
B X N R 1 id of earth Iz . o idea occurred to the officer:
‘ ; : : ot rv-v.ianlevf a mew- | could be loaded by the guard '
- ’ - vd Shrill and wailing and to | w le tf condemned man was fs
Sy g R ipaniment of the throb and | the adjutant general and listening
g g il of ti ful muffled drums, the | the Jong order that presently was to
: ; ‘ - hymn rose and fell {©end his earthly career. Then guards
< o as into .t square, | and firing party could temporarily ex-
i s i .p, came march- | change. “Go ahead, eaptain,” whisper-
il 1. Foremost the field | €d he, “read the order.” And, glancing
: . < ofovost guard. Then | @about him at the dull blue ranks of the
& { I £ } 1 a <dozen infantry, |Sliénl square, staff officer again |
el : versed, their eyves dot I cleared his throat and nervously began,
- owing came {wo Staff offi i With the first faltering words the
X v N en a two-horse team, | louds that had for a time retained
balal v ) A T wagon, surrounded | & bezan again slowly, but
a d 2 Y EDeE i and on | ¥, to weep. Two or three big
= . he u n fr--m‘ I pa the paper already
; ’ z : for” seat had | Shaking in ~s hand. Holt, un-
: - R . tangu- ' bound, unfettered stiil, but bareheaded,
; Box of 3 vinted pine, sat a young | Stood calmly, sadly at attention, his
" e Union bl The box | dark eves fixed upon the reader’'s face,
. v filled the lengith of the wagonm, | The gray red chaplain had stepped
; I authority, noiicing and placed himse!f silently by
S e being possibly @ deputy mas- | the f  the condemned man.
by asion, had | Young officer, the aide-de-eamp who
) faced to | Mad horne 'the general's meesage to |
assively, he had | him, had announced his iptention of
v = e dark, mournful | standing by comrade of cadet days,
i = light of earthiy ; but unaccountabiy he had failed to ap-
ir ; fled, | pear. “I don’t blame him,” thought the ‘
. . wded | chaplain, as he looked upon the solemn |
: 1 s—over | preparations. Off to one side, beyond |
3 I who followed | the wagon, the provest marshal had}
tailboards—guards whose | inoved the firing squad, and now they |
vere { and ashamed | were stacking arms. With pale, awe- |
In th sol- | stricken faces, the drummer boys stood
. 1 there came but | gazing at the prisoner and listening in l
J ] in which bewilderment to the long technicalities |
the hired driver, was a | of charge nd specification as thet
: aplain, whose lips seem- | reader proceeded. Two officers with |
o ing constantly, as though in | green <t under their waist belis |
X H ' hose eves re often uplift- | ad come ard from the east sﬂde'
g g oring divine inter- | of the square, saluted the provost mar-
v g as though to !shal and joined the group about the |
it the unutterable | wagon, which had bsen moved a dozen |
35 yung face before him: | yards back of the grave, so that the |
: opened again were fixed | entire brigade, drawn up to wilne-ssi
lerness and sympathy un- last ceremony and profit by the
. and strong soi- | s could to the last man have un- |
) in nudging, ! ucted vie All eyes seemed fast- '
. - gaping ; ened on the lttie group in front of that
swa watched the  freshly turned heap of earth and the|
. yournful little cortege, | bare pine box beside it—the moun(odi
3 «d that that very |reader, the two silent listeners. Behind |
er half an I € the adjutant general, a few rpaces re—l
W 4 tired, sat in saddle his comrades of the |
! staff. Behind him, fifty yards away,
i all its mounted officers on the flanks
I recommenda- | or in rear of the file closers, stool the
the court [ mercy, and had | center regiment. In the gap between
i ed ail in vain. “Cruel? Yes!" was | jts left flank and the band of the east.
: nal anIwe ‘But unless this army battalion, the brigade command-
e s can be the pun- | er and his staff and orderlies were
b & : who sleeps upon | grouped, and as one of the latter rode
But s M " : ar more cruel will | forward angd tendered a poncho to his
g ' night. would not remit chief and heid his broad-brimmed
Al my only son” black hat while the general poked his
I f the column had reached head through the slit and settled the
sre, irresolute, marked | rubber on his starred shoulders, an-
o y8t  marshal, charged | other horseman, a young staff officer,
cou jon of the sentence, sat | rode swiftly in from the Franklin Pike,
i facing them, but knew not| and sat ir saddle at salute as the brig-
ri . . wery ceremony laid down | adier ag: straightened up. Not a
o - sulations, guard mount, review | word w xchanged. Significantly the
s« parade, these fellows of the | aide peinted to an official envelope
Fi ' of the Ohio could be counted on | protruding from between the second
e ! y wit? wppreciable flaw. With- | and fifth button of his uniform coat.
Brag L hosts ha erer tou, had they done to | Significantly the general raised his
1 need on the Lou many a man along their blazing | gauntleted right hand and motioned

but this ceremonious shooting of
0w er in cold bloed, was an-
One colonel, reining
he eommend attention to
i The other two
and military propriety, o
vere concerned, had been
was the escort itself that
1, and the column halt-
ff officer apd the pra-

|
|

toward the sombre little group out in
the center of the square. The firing
narty had once more resumed their
arms and stood at the wagon awaiti

orders, The surgeon, with long, fol

handkerchief in his hand, had stepped
up in rear of the prisomer. It was the
pandage prepared to biindfold his eyes,
shutting out for the jast time the
hlessed light of day:. But surgeons both,
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SHRILL AND WAILING THE NOTES OF PLEYEL'S HYMN RUSE AND FELL.

had

mnie

lo

|and judge

| other’s help?
| might not

beast from each successive 4 on
its northward way, and lavished on of-
ficer and soldier, on mount and mule
the best that Bellev affor 1. He
waited with mad impatience §
nouncement that Louisville had
before the advance guard,

amazed to hear that Sill had

the new governor, “‘the only rightful |
governor, suh,” out of Frankfort. and
worse still, that Iragg was falling
back. He listened to the th er of
the guns at Perryville, at first with
wild elation, then with harrowing
doubt, for when nightfall came the

i dull booming died away and the roads

| row—he dreaded an apople«
and Woodrow came and

| the

|

1

Bragg, who had been so vehemently
urged to invade the state and promised
that theusands of enthusiastic young |
Kentuckians would flock to his stand-
ard, fell back into Tennessee, disgust-
ed. Unreasoning hot-heads among his
advisers insisted that the sight of the
St. Andrev cross waving through the
biue grass counti was ail that was
needed to turn the tide. The invad-
ers brought with them to Frankfort a
new governor and state officers, there |
to be ins in pomp and ceremony.
But the shotted guns of Sill's division

of their saluting
the aspirants out

before their seats

answered the roar
cannon and shelled
of the state hause
had time to warm. Twenty
new rifles brought Bragg with which
to arm the young Kentuckians, and he
was in big luck to be able to take them
back, for the Kentuckians failed to
come to claim them, barring several
stalwart regiments in Union blue.
Brave, brilliant and admirably sup-
ported by his corps and division com-

“You Shot Him.”

manders, the southern general had
been grisvously misled by over-confi-
dent Kentuckians within his ranks, and
of spirit he abused the
declared it not worth fighting
found that he had not
“dark and bloody = ground”
than when he entered it,
but had lost in marked degree the con-
fidence and lovalty of many of his gai-
lant men. So fav as the south S con-
cerned the campaign was a failure. So
far as Kentucky was concerned it had
cost her aear, for many an old home-
stead in the track of the battling ar-
mies lay in ruins. And so far as the
Tnion arms were concerned they, too,
had suffered through dissensions in
high quarters, and no sooner were the
southern legions safely back in Ten-
nessee than the army of the Ohio, lit-
tle lamenting either, so stern had been
his methods, was taken from the man
who made it and given to another. It
is one thing to mold and make, to
drill and discipline & great command:
it is another to lead and fight it, as a
long-suffering president and command-
er-in-chief of the land and sea forces

state,
for, and
left the
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only |

thousand |
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force of Bragg's retreating «
there was no turning back, even
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1t was something Norman himself
greatly longed to know. ‘The La
were again in Cincinnati,
yvart had learned, 1d ther

advocate was convalescing.

The Rays had returned to Lexingt

as soon as Bragg's forces fell back. |

and they heard « Kate Ray ""m""l
|

assiduously laboring
nursing our k and
whether blue or gray. Envgrt begged !
his mother to write and uyrge th
coming again Louisville, and t
mother promised, but could shz not
minister to her only son without an-
And if that other came, |
the mother’s hand, dear as |
it was, be—no, no, not spurned, but set
aside for the sake of another? With |
unerring eves she had seen signs and |
symptoms in her brave boy ‘that told
their tale almost before he himself |
what they meant. Kate was a |
fine girl, a noble girl, she admitted, but
Bob was her all. and how many a

in the hospitals,
wounded—ours |

to

| mother thinks her only son almost too |

wercrowded as it must be with Norman, my 1
and wounded. But Norman had | it Malioy does
only twenty-fou hours within come to pull
gates when again on mat- think, N wan, will
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manding gen ve sent young 1
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man in the bitter ds of his trial
and incarceration at ashville, who,
next to the old chaplain,

the first to wring his hand and
welcome him to life, to freedom, to
new ocpportunity. KEven in the b
days of the pursuit and the recupera-
{ tion after Perryville, Sheridan had
found time to listen to (aptain Ran-

som's vivid account
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been obtained granting the young sol-
| dier a month’s furlough, for by this
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lt!me hiz history,

jand his sufferings were matters
were the ialk of half

of the Union had abundant reason (oi

know. Both east and west and almost
at the same time the army of the Po-
tomac and that of the Ohio lost the
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Henry Holt were only left
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» father and eld - both away, |
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» darkies, still hovering about the old
home, there was universal love for
young Marse Norman, and they were
eager to do his bidding.

Bu the month would- soon expire,
The was still a most important mat-

ter to be settl He had written to
Major La m courteously, vyet
pointedly, asking for an accounting. He
felt that there should noney com-

ing to him from the few thousands still
left of his father's modest fortune, but
not for a year had Lane mitted a |
. Now money was ed for |
view and himself. He much dis-
to importune, but it had te be
done.
And he had waited ten days for the

ly. None cam None had been
eived at Louisville, and no time was
to be lost. Norman decided on return- #
ing at once to department headquarters
and obtaining permission to go to Cin-
nati. That night came a banging at |
Belleview's door that would have |
waked sounder sleepers than Nt
Holt. In the moonilight without,
panting ‘horses, stood a brace of troop- !
ers. Old Harkless shufiled down and |
sdmitied the bearer of an official look-
ing letter, and Norman met him at the |
stairs. i
“This was forwarded to camp from |
Bowling Green, sir,” said the orderly,
with a touch of his cap, “and the colo-
nel sent us over with it, as it was
marked immediate and important.”
The blood flew to Norman's face even |
before he say the superseription. That |
“sir'"” and the accompanying salute told |
their story. The packet was addressed |
to Lieutenant Norman Holt, —th Ken- |
tucky wvolunteer infantry, care com-
manding general Eleventh division,,
and it was hard to repress the gasp of
delight with which he read it. An
officer at last! and, best of all, with a |
regiment from his own beloved state!
Who but Sheridan could have done]
this? How could he sufficiently thanik
him? He tore open the packet, and

an i

with | |

3 absolute i

3

i

t
fi

writing he knew at
opened it first. Tt
th his
which 4
mine,” wrote the
had a chance to syt
MeCook backed
hearted

tions, 3

youn

to

its officers
name is well know

off at Louisvil
at the expi
' leave report

Nashville. Oddly
d with your
—th Ohio.”

In the same brigade w
ment! To meet iay
equals and associat
whom he had been
such d and
respect

longer his
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same plane! Norman' his

nched at the Bu

vas master v, and

nding in his Hark

less, see to it 1 upper is got
dy- for three at on show

orderlies where they
horses. You shall have
got, but the war has played
Belleview.”

He alone when he
next letter—a queer-lk
best, but filled to the
and affectionate greeting
old Gaffney, who had been among ths
first to get the news and shout aloud
in his jo

“Just a’'nt the boys be proud when

1 tell them!”™ wrote he And I'm go-
ing on the minute [ finish this
wasn’'t it blessed luck that brou
to Sheridan’s 3

mail got in! W
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